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Module code AN-1301 

Module Title Introduction to Discourse and Sociolinguistics 

Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts (English Studies) 

Type of Module Major Option / Breadth  

Modular Credits 4 Total student workload 8 hours/week 

Contact hours              4 hours/week 

Prerequisite None 

Anti-requisite None 

Aims 
To familiarise students with key concepts, terminology, and basic theories in discourse analysis, pragmatics, and sociolinguistics. 
To examine approaches to the study of language, including those pertaining to linguistic variation and language change. 
To introduce students to the methodologies used in investigating linguistic variation. 

Learning Outcomes:  
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
 

Lower order : 10% - Understand key issues, concepts and approaches in the study of discourse and 
sociolinguistics 

- Define key terms such as cohesion, deixis, accent, dialect, multilingualism, diglossia 
- Identify and describe social and linguistic variables 
- Have an understanding of the major theories, maxims, and principles in the fields of 

discourse, pragmatics, and sociolinguistics 

Middle order :  50% - Identify and describe a range of sociolinguistic methods and techniques 
- Interpret and understand linguistic data through the application of the theories, maxim, 

and or principles 
- Gain some practical experience in collecting and analysing sociolinguistic data and 

discourse types 
- Able to conduct small scale investigation on variation 

Higher order: 40% - Develop a deeper understanding of language attitude and beliefs 
- Able to perform analyses of important discourse features in naturally-occurring texts 
- Develop an understanding of how studying variation and change contributes to linguistic 

theory, and vice versa 
- Build arguments in discussion, or in academic writing 

Module Contents 
- Introduction to Discourse Analysis 
- Discourse and pragmatics 
- Spoken and written discourse 
- Speech Act Theory and Felicity Conditions 
- Cohesion versus Coherence 
- Conversational Implicatures and the Gricean Maxims 
- Face and Politeness 
- Sociolinguistics: Origins, definitions, and approaches 
- Accent, dialect, and language 
- Regional and social dialects 
- Social and linguistic variables 
- Diglossia 
- Bilingualism and multilingualism 
- Pidgins and creoles 
- Linguistic change, language variation, and social class 

Assessment Formative assessment Detailed feedback in the form of discussions is provided via exercises 
undertaken during weekly tutorials  

Summative assessment Examination: 50% 

Coursework:  50%            
Oral  group presentation (20%) 
Test (10%)  
Written report (20%)   


